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DUMFRIES

COMIC GENIUS:
ELAINE C SMITH
PERFORMS AT FRINGE
BEHIND BARS EVENT

CARVING
OUT HANDY
NEW SKILLS
CREATING something from
scratch can be a rewarding
experience, just ask the
Dumfries Project Party.
The group has hammered
and sawed its way through
woodwork sessions with
instructor Jim Callander and
have made a number of items
for local organisations.
Jim delivers joinery SVQ
units to long-term prisoners
and his classes are well
attended.
Recently, with Jim’s
guidance, the joiners created a
new purpose-built swing with
disabled access for children
at the Queensberry unit of
Georgetown Primary School
That’s not all, the pupils
also benefited from a story
chair, which now takes pride of
place within the school.
The group have also
designed and built story chairs
for New Abbey Primary School;
new archery stands for local
Loreburn archery club; garden
furniture for the Alzheimer’s
ward at Mid Park Hospital;
assorted planters and garden
furniture for Cargenbridge
Primary School; and themed
signage for the South of
Scotland Wildlife Hospital.

STORY TIME:
ONE OFFOR
THETHIS
SPECIAL
CHAIRS
CAPTON:
SPACE
HERE
DESIGNED PLEASE
AND BUILT AT DUMFRIES

SCOTTISH
PRISON SERVICE
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FRINGE BENEFITS
FOR EDINBURGH
A COMEDY show, a music gig, a book
reading and a play were all brought
to the men and women of Edinburgh
during a week of culture to tie in with
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe
in August.
The Fringe Behind Bars event,
which ran from 18-22 August,
attracted a range of cultural talent
who were performing at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe, and even performers
who weren’t.
The headline act was Elaine C
Smith, who gave the audience in the
gymnasium a good laugh with her
stand-up show.
It was in the multi-faith centre
that others had a chance to hear
from author Irvine Welsh, who read

STEEPED IN HISTORY
Perth event marks 100 years
since the outbreak of World War I
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Comic Elaine C Smith performs at Behind
Bars event to tie in with famous festival

an extract from his forthcoming
book, which is yet to be published,
and answered questions from the
audience.
Britain’s Got Talent star Edward
Reid also brought live music to the

All the events
were really enjoyed
by the audiences.
There was lots of
positive feedback
afterwards

GREAT SPORTS
Men, women and children join in the
Commonwealth Games celebrations

07

centre. And, finally, the ladies were
given a chance to see world-famous
play the Vagina Monologues.
George Webster, offender
outcomes unit manager, said: “All
the events were really enjoyed by the
audiences. There was lots of positive
feedback afterwards. In fact, we are
now looking at arranging something
similar in the future with an event to
showcase the talent from within HMP
Edinburgh. We will also look to build
on this year’s success by repeating
Fringe Behind Bars during the festival
next year.”

ACTION STATIONS
Art students’ paintings take pride
of place at Greenock railway building
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WOMEN STEP FORWARD
FOR BREAST CANCER WALK

BRA-VO: THE CORNTON VALE TEAM WALKED SIX-AND-A-HALF MILES IN THE
GROUNDS OF THE PRISON AND RAISED £250 FOR BREAST CANCER CHARITY WALK
THE WALK AFTER BEING INSPIRED BY THE FAMOUS EDINBURGH MOON WALK

THE women of Edinburgh did their
bit for charity by fundraising for
breast cancer.
A six-and-a-half mile walk was
completed in the grounds after
one walker had the idea that they
should tie their fundraising in with
the famous Edinburgh MoonWalk.
They donned pink outfits and
walking shoes to raise an amazing
£250. The event was held in
partnership with the charity Walk
the Walk and chief executive Nina
Barough was there on the day to
support the women and to give
out medals and certificates.
A cake bake was also held for
the male prisoners who wanted
to support the event.

ANNUAL BARBECUE

COOKING
UP A STORM
THE annual Life Prisoner BBQ
took place in August where
14 prisoners attended with
42 family members.
As well as the BBQ there was
face painting provided by one of
the prisoners, children’s games,
music and an opportunity to
meet personal officers.
The event went really well and
positive feedback was provided
by both the families and the
prisoners alike.
JOB FAIR

JUST THE
JOB AT
ADDIEWELL
A JOB fair at Addiewell was so
successful that one former
prisoner is now in full-time
employment.
Seven agencies met with
the 10 participants who had
taken part in an employability
course beforehand to help
them with CVs, confidence
and interview skills.
Three prisoners secured
interviews upon their release
and one gained a full time job.
One participant said: “It
was a great opportunity which
has improved my confidence
and interview skills. It helped
me to look forward and find
out what potential employers
and agencies are looking for.”
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IN ON THE ACT: SIX YOUNG
ACTORS PERFORMED THEIR
PLAY AFTER ATTENDING
DRAMA CLASSES AT POLMONT

POLMONT
PERFORMANCE
Six young men stage a poignant
play about their experiences of life
SIX young men at Polmont took
to the stage in June to perform a
play for family, friends and other
prisoners based on their own
personal experiences of life.
“Home: a Philosophy” is about

the cycles the young men are
locked in, both physically and
emotionally, while in custody and
their struggle to discover a sense
of who they are as they enter
the next chapter of their lives.

This is the one thing I look forward
to in here. Drama is the highlight
of my week

Around 42 people were involved
in the drama workshops, run by
Fife College, in partnership with
Creative Scotland, highlighting
complex issues such as ‘where do
I belong?’ and ‘what is freedom?’.
One student said: “Drama is
the highlight of my week.” Another
remarked: “It’s the one thing I look
forward to in here!” The drama
teachers were also praised.
Audrey Mitchell, learning
centre manager, said: “The
drama workshops help them
grow in confidence within a safe
environment while learning
essential life skills at the same
time; working with other
people and acquiring a greater
understanding of themselves
and others.”
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EDUCATION
FLASHBACK:
SOLDIER’S KIT
FROM WWI

10 OUT
OF 10!
A GROUP of 10 prisoners at the
National Integration Centre (NIC)
in Shotts celebrated a major
achievement on 17 June when they
were awarded SQA certificates for
qualifications in communications
and numeracy.
The awards followed six months
of hard work in a core skills class
operated by the NIC with help
from New College, Lanarkshire.
NIC co-ordinator Andrew
Spalding said: “Prisoners really
bought into it and are now more
confident in their own ability.”

PERTH WWI EVENTS
SHOW WAR REALITY
Prisoners learn all about run-up to the
Great War during history fortnight
IT WAS a step back in time for
residents at Perth during the
recent WW1 history fortnight.
Kinross High School history
department opened the events
with ‘How did it come to this?’,
a presentation of the build-up
and start to WW1.
The Black Watch museum
brought the harsh reality of war
to the prison, with a session
outlining their involvement.
Artefacts from 1914 to 1918
were on display, bringing an
opportunity for residents to
handle equipment and try

on uniforms worn in battle. The
travelling museum was followed
by other war-themed events
during the two-week programme
– including a visit from well-known
Scottish artist Martin Fowler, with
a presentation on War Art and
Photography.
The Scottish SPCA was
involved in discussions on how
horses, dogs and medal-winning
pigeons were involved in war,
while senior members of a local
community group discussed
rationing and the hardships of
war. The residents also enjoyed a

EDINBURGH TRAVELLERS
STORYTELLER, singer and
author Jess Smith entertained
a group of women as part of
a celebration of the travelling
community. Jess told of
how children were placed in
segregated schools and labelled
and discriminated
against as they
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grew up. There were also displays
of photographs, paintings and
drawings from the community
over the generations.
Kenny Paterson, hall manager
and member of Edinburgh’s
Equality and Diversity Team,
said: “The backdrop
to the event was

wartime cooking session. There
were opportunities to take part
in “Life in the Trenches” and
creative writing and poetry
developed this further Social
aspects were also explored,
addressing the similarities
prisoners and soldiers share
when re-joining society.
Brian Cunningham, learning
centre manager, explained: “A
prisoner returning to his family
after a sentence might face
similar difficulties of fitting back
into the whole family dynamic –
things will have changed, perhaps
a son has grown up to take on the
“man of the house” role and the
wife being the breadwinner.”

to celebrate cultural diversity
and to combat prejudice and
discrimination. The prisoners
enjoyed the event, listened
attentively and fully engaged. It
was very much a success.”
One prisoner said: “The event
was excellent. It is good that
we are being taught awareness
about what’s happened and
still happens to the travellers.”
Another said: “I am related
to travellers and I’ve met Jess
before, I loved that last event and
I loved this one. Travellers should
not be discriminated against.”

MAKING THE GRADE: THE MEN PROUDLY SHOW OFF
CERTIFICATES IN NUMERACY AND COMMUNICATIONS

FAMILY EVENT

BACK TO
SCHOOL
DADS’ DAY
LOW Moss opened its doors to let
lots of new school children spend
time with their dads.
The first day at school on
14 August was celebrated when
10 proud dads presented school
packs to their children. It is part
of the new Education Feedback
scheme which allows the father to
be linked with his child’s progress
at school through letters, phone
calls and video conferencing.
One prisoner’s mother said:
“Thank you for making what could
have been a tough time for his
children a happy memory.”
MILESTONE: DADS AT
LOW MOSS WERE ABLE
TO CELEBRATE THE
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
WITH THEIR CHILDREN

15/10/2014 09:23
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A COMMONWEA
FUN AND GAMES
CHILD’S PLAY AT
CORNTON VALE
THE children of women
at Cornton Vale had a
great chance to
celebrate the
Commonwealth
Games when
Scots actor
Tam Dean
Burn dropped
in to read
stories, stage
a singalong and
enjoy two funpacked hours.
The event, which took place
on 25 July, was part of a round
Scotland trip Tam undertook
during the Queen’s Baton relay.
Christina Hogg, family
throughcare officer, said: “Tam
was cycling around the country
to perform to as many children
as possible and try to read
all 195 novels of author Julia
Donaldson, who wrote The
Gruffalo among other stories.”
Tam brought along fellow

actor Joyce Falconer. The day
started with storytelling before
everyone took part in
Commonwealththemed games,
including an
assault course
set up by
Cornton Vale
PT instructors.
Artist
Catherine
Sargeant helped the
children create puppets,
with mums and grandparents.
Christina added: “The event
finished with a singalong and
storytelling by Tam, who then
presented each child with a
special certificate. They all
received a medal for taking
part in the assault course.
“There were 12 kids, from six
months to 12 years, and they
absolutely loved it. They forgot
about the environment and had
a fun day with their family.”

CLASS ACT: JOYCE FALCONER,TAM
DEAN BURN AND EMMA SCHAD JOINED
THE FUN AT THE CORNTON VALE EVENT

SPS Gallery Autumn 2014.indb 4

LOW MOSS IN TUNE WITH
DIFFERENT CULTURES
LOW Moss rocked to the sounds of
the Commonwealth on 22 July as
students performed in front of a
70-strong audience of family and

special guests. It was part of a larger
project focusing on different cultures
of the Commonwealth, including
music, art, history and creative writing.

Prisoners
entitled A
incorporat
range of is
continent
They also
for an art e
They wo
who speci

GREENOCK
TRIUMPH
A NATIONAL Commonwealth
Games competition involving all
prisons took place during summer.
Each heat coincided with a
Glasgow event and the participants
from Greenock ended up at the top
of the medal table, with a haul of
nine medals – four gold, four silver
and one bronze.
Laura won gold in the female
cycling time trial; Megan won gold,
Carmen won silver and Caroline won
bronze in the female 1,500 metres;
the female 4xteam cycle pursuit
made up of Carmen, Megan,
Caroline and Laura won gold;
Megan won gold and Caroline won
silver in the female 5,000 metres
and Gary won silver for the bench
press and the deadlift.

TEAM PLAYERS: THE WINNERS PROUDLY
SHOW OFF THEIR CERTIFICATES
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EALTH OF
ES
Men, women and children help
celebrate Glasgow 2014, with
storytelling, sports and culture

TAY LANDSCAPE

ALL GO FOR PARTNERSHIP

MUSICAL MARVELS: HA ORCHESTRA TOOK
PART IN CULTURAL DAY HELD AT LOW MOSS

Prisoners produced an anthology
entitled A Commonwealth of Writing,
incorporating their response to a
range of issues associated with the
continents of the Commonwealth.
They also created sculptural objects
for an art exhibition.
They worked with duo Tiger Style
who specialise in Indian bangra, and

Ha Orchestra, Scotland’s only African
orchestra, also took part.
Ruth Facchini, learning centre
manager, said: “Around 50 prisoners
took part. A lot were unaware of what
the Commonwealth meant and stands
for. It’s been a real learning experience
and they really embraced it. We hope
their families felt involved too.”

DUMFRIES
GAMES
COMMONWEALTH Games fever
took over Dumfries so much that
they invented their own version.
The Dumfries Inclusive Games
were held to promote diversity,
equality and humanity.
Events included soft archery,
soft javelin, a fun obstacle race and
bowls. There were 14 teams each
with five participants. Each team
was allocated a country and given
a ﬂag to wear, there was even
an opening ceremony with each
team having their own ﬂag bearer.
The education department held
a quiz about the history behind
Commonwealth Games and
the countries attending to raise
awareness of cultural issues.
The two winning teams each
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FLYING THE FLAG: EACH TEAM WAS
GIVEN A COUNTRY AND FLAG BEARER

received a meal prepared, cooked
and served in the Lifeskills Bistro.
Feedback has been very
positive with prisoners able to
identify that they have learned a
bit more about other countries,
cultures and equality.

CASTLE Huntly played host to
an important local event on 26
June when it hosted the official
launch of the Tay Landscape
Partnership.
Approximately 60 guests
came along to celebrate the
launch and receive an update on
the 28 projects the Partnership
will deliver over the next four
years. Funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, the Partnership
was formed to work with local
communities to improve
walking and cycling access,

conserve historic sites and
wildlife, and share the history,
stories, countryside and
traditional skills of the local area.
It also provides opportunities
for those who can take
advantage of the Partnership’s
workshops and training.
Unit manager Graham
Tait said: “Our link provides
offenders with the chance to
play a part in the community
and help them be better
equipped for potential future
employment opportunities.”

LOW MOSS INDY DEBATE
THE chaplaincy team at Low
Moss held a debate in the run
up to Scotland’s referendum
on independence on 18
September, allowing a number
of interested parties to both
hear about and voice their own
opinions on the topical subject.
The event took place in
the Multi-Faith Centre on
9 June and was attended by
19 interested parties, plus staff.
Chris Mason MSP,
representing the Yes
Scotland campaign, and
Paul Martin MSP,
representing Better
Together, each had 10
minutes to put their
case to the audience.
They then answered
questions on a wide
range of issues,
reflecting
the same

concerns being expressed
by people throughout
the country ahead of the
referendum.
The MSPs tackled all the
questions frankly and with
good humour, especially the
last one, which concerned any
possible effect an England
victory in the World Cup
might have had on the
referendum result.
A teacher from education
also attended and wrote
the participants’ questions,
comments and ideas on
a Talking Wall, which has
been on display in the
Learning Centre since
the event, and which
has subsequently
provoked a continuous
stream of
discussion
and debate.

POINT OF VIEW: CHRIS MASON
WAS ONE OF THE MSPS TO
ATTEND LOW MOSS DEBATE
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CASH BOOST: CHEQUES
WERE PRESENTED TO THE
CHOSEN CHARITIES

ENTERPRISE COURSE

CHARITY IS
BIG BUSINESS
FOR TEAMS
FOUR enterprising teams at
Perth raised funds for charity
as part of a business project.
Each group had a chairman,
secretary, marketing and sales
personnel and learned how to
start up and run a business.
They made a business plan and
presented to a Dragons’ Den
style panel that included Brian
Cunningham, Learning Centre
manager, Pauline MacFarlane,
Offender Outcomes manager,
and a representative from the
local Job Centre Plus team.
Two teams raffled Easter
eggs while the other two chose
cake-related businesses. One
made iced cupcakes to sell to
prisoners while the other sold
muffins to visitors and staff.
Profits raised were presented
to the teams’ chosen charities.
Perth Autism Awareness
received £84, another £84
went to Maggie’s Centres
and Positive Prison? Positive
Futures received £135.45. The
cheques were presented to the
charities during the Learning
Centre Summer Awards.
A cheque has already been
presented to SSPCA, who did
an illustrated presentation
‘Animals at War’ during our
recent WW1 Projects.

IN MEMORY: THE MEMORIAL IS SURROUNDED BY FLANDERS POPPIES, FLOWER BEDS AND WHITE PEBBLES LAID OUT AS SUPPORTING HANDS

BELL MEMORIAL TO
POLMONT SOLDIERS
YOUNG people and staff at
Polmont unveiled a memorial at
a special ceremony marking the
centenary of World War I being
declared on 4 August 1914.
The arch at the entrance to
Polmont incorporates the bell
from Blair Lodge School, which
became Polmont Borstal in 1911.
Many Borstal boys were
released under license to the
army. The structure represents a

bridge connecting the past with
the future, holding them together
in remembrance and hope.
An exhibition on the Great War
included research on the first 198
Young Offenders committed to
the school from 1911 and actual
entries from WW1 intelligence
diaries detailing their fate.
Around 60 guests enjoyed a
WW1-style buffet and browsed
memorabilia from Smith Art
Gallery and Museum, Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders Museum
and Armadale
War Memorial
Association.
The project
was led by
acting Offender
Outcomes FLM
Sharon Guest, with
Head of Offender
Outcomes Gerry

Michie opening the service.
Guest speakers included Murdo
Campbell, the Church of Scotland,
and Alan Hamilton MBE from the
Armed Services Advice Project.
Michael Connarty MP (Linlithgow
and East Falkirk constituency),
Norman Davenport (Squadron
Warrant Officer 603 city of
Edinburgh squadron ), Officer
Andy Prentice (Scottish Prison
Service), and a young person
from Polmont laid wreaths.
An SPS spokesman said:
“A collaboration of staff and
young people designed and built
an impressive memorial that
will be the focal point for future
remembrance services.
The dedication and enthusiasm
has been incredible.”
One of the young people said:
“As fundraisers, we are proud to
be representing Poppy Scotland.”

A collaboration of staff and young
people designed and built an impressive
memorial that will be the focal point
for future remembrance services
EDUCATION

ON THE BALL TO NET
SQA QUALIFICATIONS
FAMILY FUN: LOVED ONES
VISITED PERTH FOR THE
LEARNING CENTRE AWARDS

SPS Gallery Autumn 2014.indb 6

IT wasn’t only football fans to
benefit from a new course which
saw Addiewell prisoners receive
SQA qualifications.
Football Works, a six-week
project from Street Soccer, offered

employability support to adults and
young people with complex needs.
The 14 participants completed
both classroom and practical work
which ultimately led them to SQA
qualifications. Addiewell is now

looking to develop the partnership
with Street Soccer Scotland to
offer prisoners an alternative
way of developing their learning
needs, which will help them secure
employment on release.
Street Soccer Scotland is a nonprofit social enterprise that delivers
a range of football related services
to socially disadvantaged adults
and young people across Scotland.
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ART STUDENTS ON
THE RIGHT TRACK
AN art project involving talented
students at Greenock is on track
to celebrate Inverclyde’s history.
As part of ScotRail’s Adopt a
Station initiative, Greenock Prison
has helped create new artwork for
the town’s Central Station.
In partnership with New College
Lanarkshire, the work of artistic
students will be exhibited at the
local train station. The first few

Paintings created at Greenock Prison
takes pride of place at town’s station
paintings on display include a stag,
sail boat and montage of all things
Scottish. This collaboration with
ScotRail has also seen STIR, our
arts magazine, become available
to rail passengers. A plaque at the
station marks the new partnership.
Greenock’s Head of Offender

CASH BOOST:
CORNTON
VALE SALE
OF WORKS
RAISED £1,700
FOR CHARITY

CORNTON
SALE OF
WORKS
CORNTON Vale raised £1,700
for charity at a successful Sale
of Works recently.
More than 40 external
visitors, numerous staff
members and internal partners
attended the 13 June event,
which offered stalls with plants,
baking, artwork, jewellery,
knitting and handcrafted
cards, as well as a raffle and
tombola stall.
Everyone paid £1 entry to
the Sale of Works, with tea,
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Outcomes Colin Brodie said:
“I believe this can only be a
good thing for SPS and New
College Lanarkshire and is
consistent with our wish for
the prison to be community
facing and viewed positively
within our community.”

CASTLE HUNTLY

OPEN DAY
IS JUST
THE JOB
AROUND 20 businesses and
associated organisations from
across Scotland attended the
Supported Businesses Open
Day, hosted by Open Estate
(Castle Huntly) on 3 June.
Supported Businesses are
organisations which employ a
minimum of 50 per cent disabled
or disadvantaged people.
The morning session focused
on goods and services SPS could
potentially purchase from
Supported Businesses. The
afternoon studied potential
partnership working with SPS
with regard to employment
opportunities.
Castle Huntly Governor
in Charge Sharanne Findlay
said:“This event is a fantastic
opportunity which provides
hope, employment but, above
all, a positive future for those
offenders fortunate enough to
secure employment with the
Supported Businesses.”

NAILING A JOB: MANICURE BAR AT THE
SUPPORTED BUSINESSES OPEN DAY

coffee and cakes included in the
admission price. The £1,700
which the event raised was split
between three charities – Riding
for the Disabled, Aberlour Trust
and the Eilidh Duncan Fund.
The Eilidh Duncan Fund is a

local fundraising charity for a
two-year old girl who suffers
from a rare terminal illness.
Eilidh attended the event
along with her younger brother
and her parents and she even
helped out with the prize draw.

SWEET SUCCESS: CONFECTIONERY
BUSINESS ATTENDED THE OPEN DAY
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STAFF ON
THE BALL

REEL BENEFITS: FLY FISHING
HELPS PRISONERS LEARN NEW
SKILLS IN THEIR FREE TIME

HOOKED ON NEW
FISHING COURSE
Prisoners are queuing up to take part
A FLY fishing course at Castle
Huntly was so popular that
there’s a waiting list to take
part in the next one.
Residential Officer Mark
Steadman ran the course along
with volunteers from Angling for
Youth Development (AFYD) over
an eight-week period. The

course was organised as an
option for prisoners to do
something productive in their
spare time and learn a new skill
while promoting personal and
interpersonal skills.
Now that the first course
is complete, and following
its success, there are plans

to form an Open Estate Fly
Fishing Club.
Mark said: “The club will be run
by prisoners for prisoners and will
promote fly fishing and fly tying
as a positive, healthy and prosocial pastime. It will focus on
relaxation and reflection, helping
them to make better use of free
time which is aimed at reducing
re-offending upon release.”

STAFF at Shotts raised £1,300 for
charity with their annual 11-a-side
memorial football match.
The game, at Ravenscraig
sports centre, was in memory
of colleague and friend Norrie
Lamont, an officer at HMP Shotts
who died suddenly in 2011 after
suffering a heart attack. A race
night was also held after the match.
Staff were split into two teams
– Allanton Athletic and Lamont
United – for the match, which
ended in a 3-3 draw.
The money raised will be divided
between Cancer Research UK and
Little Stars Autism Lanarkshire.
Paul O’Neill, clinical manager
and chair of the Healthy Working
Lives Group at Shotts, said:
“We are very thankful to North
Lanarkshire Leisure and Healthy
Working Lives for their continued
support. Organising this event
would not be possible without
the support of the staff and
volunteers.”

CHARITY CAMPAIGN

RED CARD EVENT
AT CASTLE HUNTLY
TWO football legends helped kick
racism into touch at Castle Huntly
in June when they spoke to a group
of prisoners about racism, bigotry
and homophobia and explained
how our perceptions about people
are often wrong or misguided.
The event was part

ROLE MODELS:
FOOTBALL LEGENDS
MICKEY WEIR AND
DEREK FERGUSON
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of ‘Show Racism the Red Card’,
the national anti-racism charity
established in 1996 that uses
the help of professional
footballers to combat racism.
Former Rangers and
Sunderland midfielder Derek
Ferguson and ex-Hibs and Millwall
winger Mickey Weir joined
Physical Education Instructor
Marshall Clark for a chat about
the issues raised by racism and
then enjoyed a six-a-side
football game with some
coaching from the
professionals.
The ‘Red Card’
events are held
twice-a-year at
the prison and

TEAM EFFORT: CASTLE
HUNTLY LINED UP FOR
FRIENDLY CHARITY MATCH

Marshall said that they are always
popular.
He added: “The lads always enjoy
meeting the footballers and
hearing about their stories and
they get really involved in the
exercises we take them through

about racist attitudes. The
event certainly challenges their
assumptions about people –
it really makes them think.
“Once again, it was a great
success and we’ve had really
good feedback from the guys.”
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